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PROTECTIVE MEASURES

Automatic
Disconnection 411

e.g. fuses, CBs

Basic Protection

Provided by: Insulation of 
live parts and/or barriers 

or enclosures, (416) or 
where appropriate, 

obstacles or placing out 
of reach (417)

Fault Protection

Provided by:
1 - Protective earthing 

and
2 - Protective 

equipotential bonding, 
and

3 - Automatic 
disconnection of supply

Additional Protection

Use of RCDs to provide 
additional protection in 
the event of failure of 

basic protection

Additional Protection

1 - Use of RCDs to provide 
for fault protection or 
carelessness by users

2 - Supplementary bonding

Basic & Fault Protection

Provided by: Double or 
reinforced insulation 

between live parts and 
accessible parts or basic 
protection is provided by 
basic insulation and fault 

protection by 
supplementary insulation

Basic Protection

Provided by: Basic 
Insulation of live parts, or 
by barriers or enclosures 
in accordance with 416

Fault Protection

Provided by: Separation 
of the separated circuit 
from other circuits and 

from Earth

Basic & Fault Protection

Provided by: 1 - Limiting 
the maximum voltage to 
the upper limit of Band I
2 - The supply from one 
of the sources listed in 

414.3
3 - Circuit conditions as to 

414.4

Double or Reinforced 
Insulation 412

e.g. Class II 
equipment

ELV (SELV or PELV) 
414

e.g. 12 V Lighting 
in a bathroom

Electrical Separation 
413

Where supplying one 
item of current-using 

equipment e.g. a 
shaver socket




